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Wow, where did that year go! Do not forget to get your Honey Show entries in by the end of 
August. Now it’s time to take off the final honey crop and put on the Varroa treatments if you 
need to. And feed the bees up for the winter. 
 

Past Event:  
 

MBKA BBQ 
Saturday 19th August 2017 
 

Sadly this event had to be cancelled. 
 
 

The Meetings and Events for September: 
 

MBKA Apiary Open Day 
Saturday 9th September 2017 
Time: 3pm to 4pm 
You can find the apiary at 215a City Way, Rochester, Kent ME1 2TL9th  
 

 
 

MBKA Honey Show 
9th – 10th September 2017 
Venue: Elm Court Garden Centre 
 

We need offers of help to set up the show, from 3pm on Friday 8th September for about an 
hour and to ‘man’ the sales table and to talk to visitors on the Saturday and Sunday.  
 

The show is open during the garden centre opening hours which are Saturday 9am - 6pm 
and Sunday from 10.30am until we start to clear up at about 4pm. There will be the chance to 
sell honey and hive products (usual 10% to association funds). 
 

Please contact Sue: by email: susan.chapman@care4free.net or phone: 01634 400570.  
 

Sue Chapman 
 
 

Ploughing Match 
23rd September 2017 
Newlands Farm, Station Road, Cliffe ME3 7RU 
 

We need some willing volunteers to join us for the Ploughing Match to run our exhibition and 
shop.  
 

If you have any honey, candles or other products please let us know if you can supply some 
for us to sell on our stall, there is always a good market for it with the local community.  
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We hope to be rolling candles during the day this is always very popular with the children. 
 

We need to arrive at the venue on the Saturday morning at 8.30am onwards to get set-up for 
the 10.00am start and it finishes at about 4.00pm.  
  

There are always lots to look at apart from the ploughing competitions, including a little 
gymkhana and a selection of stalls. 
 

This event takes a few people to set up and run. So please phone John Chapman on 01634 
400570 or email john.chapman@medwaybeekeepers.co.uk if you are able to help.  
 

John Chapman 
 
 

Bee Chat 
Wednesday 27th September 2017 
 

Come along and share your stories and hear everyone else’s! 4th Wednesday of the month at The 
Pier, Lower Upnor, ME2 4XA, at 7.30pm. 
 

Future Events 

MBKA Apiary Site, ‘Autumn Clean-Up’ 

Saturday 7th October 2017 

Time: 10am to Noon 

Please come and help tidy up our Apiary Site. 
You can find the apiary at 215a City Way, Rochester, Kent ME1 2TL 

 
MBKA Autumn Fair:  
This is a new venture, so please help us to make this a success: 

 

MBKA will be holding an Autumn Fair for both the public and association members and their 
families on Saturday 14th October 2017, in Wainscot Memorial Hall from 2pm until 4pm. 
This event replaces the usual winter meeting.  
 

The fair is intended to showcase some of the many aspects of beekeeping that are not 
always seen together and it is hoped these will be of interest to beekeepers and the general 
public alike.  
 

There will be numerous tables each one dealing with a different aspect of beekeeping, the 
tables will include, but are not limited to: 
 

• Hive to Jar display - to include a honey extraction demonstration. 

• Plants for Bees – a collection of plants and pictures of pollinator friendly plants.   

• Bees in Buildings – a photographic display. 

• Honey tasting - a variety of different but local honeys will be available. 

• Association Shop - with honey, wax products, cards, crafts and bee related items from 
association members. 

• Kids corner - badge making, candle rolling, bee-house building. 

• Bumblebees and swarms - identifying bees and swarms. 

• Demo hive, kit & posters - becoming a beekeeper. 

• Being a better beekeeper - support, courses & study for beekeepers. 

• Raffle and Refreshments. 
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Please let us know if you have any further suggestions, can support this new venture and get 
involved. We will need lots of help with manning the tables so please give us some time and 
help look after a table, the more people we have the better it is!  
 

Please get in touch if you are able to help. Email:  jen.ferry@medwaybeekeepers.co.uk or 
phone: 07990 581858. You are welcome to choose the table you would like to man! 
 

We also have a small working party pulling this together and if you would like to be involved 
the next meeting is on, Tuesday 19th September 2017, 2pm at 32 Moat Lane, Lower Upnor. 
ME2 4GP. 
 

With the summer season coming to a close, it would be good to use the winter to celebrate 
our beekeeping skills and hobbies and even learn something new. 
 

I do hope you are able to join in. 
Jen Ferry 
 
 

Education and Training: 
 

Winter Study Session 2017/18 
 

The winter study this year will be the Improvers course based on ‘Course in a Case’ provided 
by BBKA.  This is a ‘post basic’ course designed to help beekeepers to manage their 
colonies and will start in October 2017.  It will run for 10 weeks with the meetings taking place 
fortnightly.  This is a learning course but will not have an examination at the end. 
   

We will be meeting at Wainscot Memorial Hall and as yet we have not confirmed a day so if 
you have a preference please let Jen Ferry or Sheila Stunell know as early as possible so 
that we can try to arrange the best day for all.  Bob Smith will be co-ordinating the course.  
There will be a charge of £20 to cover the cost of the hall.  If you are interested please 
contact Jen Ferry 07990581858 or Sheila Stunell 07399462493 
 

Kimber’s Corner:  

Hi everyone,  
 

My queen has finally started to lay, which is excellent news. But the brood 
doesn't look very good.  There are larvae but, some of the brood is not fully 
capped, there is a little bit of sac brood and others look un-kept, I also couldn't 
find any eggs. I will need to monitor them closely over the next few weeks.  

I still need to find and mark the queen for this will make it much easier to find her during 
inspections.  As there are very few bees in the colony now, I decided to reduce the number of 
frames to 7, particularly as I noticed that the outer frames had a little wax moth larvae on 
them. These were removed and put into the freezer for a few days to kill them off. By 
reducing the number of frames, the bees will have less to look after and can concentrate on 
raising brood. I also added a new frame of foundation to the centre of the brood area and 
continued to feed them syrup. Hopefully this will help to encourage the queen to lay her eggs. 
As the frames no longer fill the brood box, I added some insulation on either side to stop any 
thing else taking up residence or the bees building brace comb.  
Interestingly when I checked through my records I was surprised to find that I have been 
keeping bees for a year now. My how time flies.  
Having bees in my garden over this past year has been amazing I still have lots to learn 
though.           
  

Talk you all again next month, Peter       
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Beekeepers Bazarre:  
 

The following Bee equipment is for sale: 
 

1x Thorne Red Cedar W.B.C. Hive (painted white) with 4 lifts (including one porch and 2 
entrance slides), 14x12 Brood box with Dummy Board, Queen Excluder, Super and 
Crown Board  £150. 

3x Thorne Red Cedar W.B.C. Hives (painted white) with 3 lifts (including one porch and 2 
entrance slides), 14x12 Brood box with Dummy Board, Queen Excluder, 2 Supers and 
Crown Board  £125 each 

1x Thorne Red Cedar Nucleus Hive (takes 5 14x12 frames) £50 
1x W.B.C. Super £7 
1x  Ashforth Feeder for W.B.C. Hive £15 
5x Rapid Feeders £1.50 each 
14x Porter Bee Escapes £2 for all 
1x Hive Tool £3  
3x Small white plastic buckets (1 with feeder gauze lid) £1 each 
4x 10 litre white plastic buckets with valve £6 each 
1x Super Show Case (unused) £10 
 

Please contact Ruth Fagg telephone: 01580 850837 or email: randafagg@gmail.com 

 

Special Purchase:  

As a service to members and a fundraiser for the Association we have purchased a bulk 

order of traditional 1lb Honey Jars from Freeman & Harding.  

These are available to members at £25 per box of 72 jars. (Freeman & Hardings price is 

£31.50). There are only a 7 boxes left so if you want some be quick - payment by cash, 

cheque or BACs all accepted!!  

If you would like to secure a box or two (or more!) please contact Jen Ferry on 07990 581858 
or email jen.ferry@medwaybeekeepers.co.uk.  
 

 
 

We end this month’s newsletter with some great news!  
 

Just Married: 
 

Roma Beasley Martin and John Potter were married on Monday 7th August. 
 

The MBKA and all its members wish you both all the very best for the future and may your 
marriage be full of joy and happiness!  
 

 

Beekeeper Achievements; 
BBKA Written Examination March 2017: 
 

Congratulations to the following members who passed Module 7: 
 
Jennifer Ferry, Richard Joy, Elaine Laight (with a credit) and George Cole (with a credit) 
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Many thanks, to all of those who have contributed to this newsletter. 
Looking forward to seeing you at this winter’s meetings, which are available at: 
www.medwaybeekeepers.co.uk/events  
 

Are there any other beekeeping products / accessories you might like us to purchase in bulk 
next year? If you have ideas please let us know. 
 

Whether you are old or new members, If you have any news, ideas, amusing stories or 
comments about the website or for any future newsletter, please get in touch with me, Paul 
Lawrence at the address shown below, we really do appreciate your input. 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 

 

And finally see below: 
A communication from the BBKA: 

Contact Details: 
 
Chairman      Newsletter and Website Enquiries 
 
John Chapman     Paul Lawrence 
john.chapman@medwaybeekeepers.co.uk paul.lawrence@medwaybeekeepers.co.uk 
      

http://www.medwaybeekeepers.co.uk/events
mailto:john.chapman@medwaybeekeepers.co.uk
mailto:paul.lawrence@medwaybeekeepers.co.uk


 6 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 7 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 8 

 
 
 
 
 


