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The new season is now in full swing so keep checking for signs of congestion and don’t 
forget to put on those supers when required. Wasps are now about so set traps where 
necessary. 
 
Past Events:		
 

Saturday 28th April 2018 
A Talk by Celia Rudland – Spring Flowers for Colony Health 
 
Venue: Wainscott Community Hall, 16 – 18 Holly Road, Wainscott, ME2 4LG 
 
Celia explained that, although not from Kent; her apiaries are a little further to the west, much 
of what she would talk about was still applicable to our area.  
 

Her topic, ‘Essential forage early in the year’, was wide ranging, from early 
spring and back into winter.  I made notes where I could, but many of the Latin 
names were “all Greek to me”, if you see what I mean.  However, names I 
could identify with as being honeybee friendly and useful, such as Mahonia 
‘Charity’, which flowers late November and into January or later, and 
Christmas Box, which flowers from December through to January. However, 
this caused us to pause for thought; do bees really forage in the middle of 
winter?  But she did go into the mechanisms of why this should be. 

 
Viburnums ‘Dawn’ was quoted as having a good scent and the blooms are 
available throughout the winter.  Some varieties of Prunus and the Winter 
Aconite were also listed as a good early source of food.  She suggested a 
good check to determine if there was a nectar flow that time of the year was to 
see if bees were using a water source. 
 

She then moved on to plants that I can identify by sight the Willow was 
honourably mentioned, but the MALE variety specifically which produce 
the characteristics honey bees need, notably early pollen.  If there is a 
water source, for example a pond or slow moving stream, Marsh 
Marigolds, come into their own, but they must be in water. Slightly later, in 
the early spring Celia talked about the usefulness of the Aubrietias, 

Berberis, a New Zealand plant called ‘Sophera’ and of course, the Cowslips. 
 
My note taking then stopped and I just enjoyed listening. I must confess, that I found the 
lecture fascinating, opening up a whole area, which I normally delegate to the gardener in the 
house, namely my wife, having simply specified that planting must be pollinator friendly 
where possible.  There is no doubt Celia had a great grasp of the subject, was a very good 
presenter of the material, which for non-gardeners could have been daunting, and gave an 
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entertaining and very thought provoking and informative session, with the promise of blooms 
later in the year for another lecture.  
 
Paul Newman 
 
June’s Events and Meetings:  
 

Saturday 2nd June 2018 
MBKA Apiary Open Day 
 2 – 4pm Association Apiary Site 
You can find the apiary at 215a City Way, Rochester, Kent ME1 2TL 

Saturday 16th June 2018 
Outdoor Meeting 
John and Roma Potter’s Apiary 
Time: 2 – 4pm 
Venue: Wayside, Amsbury Road, Hunton, Maidstone, ME15 0QH 

Wednesday 27th June 2018 
Bee Chat 
Come and share your stories and hear everyone else’s! 
4th Wednesday of the month at The Pier, Lower Upnor, ME2 4XA, at 7.30pm. 
 
 

Welcome to New Members:  
 
Since the last newsletter the following have joined the Association: 
 
Jane Eames, Darren Wake, Nataly May, Daisy Clement, Helen Nichols, and Nigel Rawlins. 
 
From all at MBKA, a big welcome to you all! 
 
 

Beekeeper Achievements; 
BBKA Written Examination March 2017: 
 
Huge congratulations to Sue Payne from Gravesend who passed Module 2 with a 
distinction! 

 
Sue is not a member of MBKA but has studied with us on the improvers and other courses. 
Very well done from all at MBKA. 
	
Future Events: 
 

6th-8th July 2018  
Kent County Show 
 

6th July 2018  
Kent Bees and Honey Show 
Venue: The Kent Agricultural Showground, Detling 

 
See below for details of the 2018 Honey Show, to be held at the Kent Agricultural 
Showground, Detling on 6th July.  
 
If you wish to exhibit please remember that entry forms with S.A.E. must reach the Show 
Secretary by the Friday 29th June 2018.   
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Can you help steward at the show? Contact Bob Smith: phone 07714213738	or email 
bsmith12@ntlworld.com 
 
John Chapman 
 
 

A Visit to Chapel Down Winery 
Sunday 22nd July 2018, at 11.00am. 
Small Hythe, Tenterden, Kent, TN30 7NG 
 
If you would like to join us on this visit, the cost is £10 per person (non-
refundable), partners & friends welcome. To book places please contact John 

Hendrie to pay and copy me in so that I can add you to the list. For bank transfers please 
contact one of us if you need bank details but if paying by cheque, John’s address is 26 
Coldharbour Lane, Hildenborough, Tonbridge, Kent, TN11 9JT. In this case will you also let 
me know you are coming so that I can keep an accurate list. 
 
Chapel Down Winery is at Small Hythe, Tenterden, Kent, TN30 7NG and their website 
is https://www.chapeldown.com/ 
 
I'm looking forward to the tour and I hope you are too. If there is anywhere else you think 
would make a good location for us to visit, please do let me know. 
 
Jen Ferry 
jen.ferry@medwaybeekeepers.co.uk 
 
 
 

Would you like to purchase an MBKA Polo or Sweatshirt? 
 
Both are available from Jen Ferry: email jen.ferry@medwaybeekeepers.co.uk 
 
Polo shirts: £14.40, Sweatshirts: £16.20, please quote size required (all common 
sizes available). 
 
 

 
Are you short of honey or would you just like to buy some.  
 
We have some honey from the Association apiary for sale. 1lb jars at £5 each, to members 
contact Jen Ferry for details if you are interested. 
 
 
Summer Meetings:  
 
We look forward to seeing you at this summer’s meetings. A list of the meetings can be 
viewed by going to: www.medwaybeekeepers.co.uk/events  
 
 
 
 
 
Please find below the Schedule and Entry Form for this year’s 2018 Kent Honey Show: 
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 KENT COUNTY BEEKEEPING EXHIBITION 

AND HONEY SHOW 2018. 
 

Entry form must reach the Entries Secretary by the 29th June 2018. 
 

Steward 
use 

    IN              OUT 

 
Class 
no. 

 
CLASSES 

Open Classes 

Classes 
entered 
X 

  1 Light honey  
  2 Medium honey  
  3 Dark honey  
  4 Crystallised or Soft Set honey   
  5 Six jars of one type of honey  
  6  Comb of Honey on wired foundation.  
  7 Cake of Beeswax.  
  8 One bottle of Dry  Mead  
  9 One bottle of  Sweet Mead  
  10 3 Beeswax Candles  
  11 Three Plain Beeswax Candles  
  12 Two Beeswax Models  
  13 Six 27g (1oz) blocks  
            14 Exhibition Class  
            
 

 15 Mounted Colour Print Photograph 
End of Open Classes 

 

  16 Novice – Honey, any colour  
  17 Novice –Crystallised or Soft Set honey  
  18 Gift – clear honey  
  19 Gift – Crystallised or soft set honey  
  20 Gift – Date and Honey Fruit Loaf.  
  21 Gift – 6 Biscuits.  
  22 Branch or Association Apiary Class.  

 

           I declare the above entries conform to the Rules by which I agree to abide and that my honey and wax                        
           exhibits have been produced by my bees. 
           Class labels can be posted if a sae (1st class) is enclosed. 
            I will bring my entries on Thursday afternoon/ sending my entries with …………………………….. DELETE AS 
            APPROPRIATE. 
 
            PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS 
      Branch/Association…………………………………………. 
     Name…………………………………………………….…  
     Address……………………………………………………………………………. 
      ………………………………………….. Postcode………………………..                      
     Phone Number …………………… Mobile ………………… 
  
     Signed…………………………………  Date …………… 
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And Finally: 
 
If anyone has any news, ideas, amusing stories or comments or suggestions about the 
website or for any future newsletter, please get in touch with me, Paul Lawrence at the 
address shown below, we really do appreciate your input. 
 

Contact Details: 
 
Chairman      Newsletter and Website Enquiries 
 
John Chapman     Paul Lawrence 
john.chapman@medwaybeekeepers.co.uk paul.lawrence@medwaybeekeepers.co.uk 
      


