
	 1	

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
Warmer weather is now here! Keep checking for space and any signs of 
problems. The swarm phone is now active so be warned! 
 
 
Past Event:  
 
20th April 2019 
English Festival 
Venue: Riverside Country Park, Rainham 
 

Our thanks go to the 10 members who helped set up and run our stall at 
the very successful English Festival held at the Riverside Country Park. 
The weather was excellent, warm and sunny all day long. As a result of 
the warm weather we had no problems rolling wax candles this year. The 
footfall was at really high as the sun brought people out, it was really nice 
to see so many young families. 

 
We were set up by 10.15am the event lasted from 11am to 5.30pm a long 
but enjoyable day.  
 
Honey and wax sales were steady from the off and we took just under 
£950, which was higher than last year. At the end of the day there were 
very few jars left to pack away. 

 
Candle rolling was the usual steady stream and lasted all day. Candle rolling took just over 
£213 and again this was well up on previous years. 
 
We also gathered a few interested people for next year’s 
Introductory Course and a number who offered sites for keeping 
bees on. We also answered a large number of the usual questions 
about bees, beekeeping and our Association. People were 
genuinely interested in the plight of the bees.  
There were also numerous stalls selling food and wares as well as 
a ring which had Dancers, Shire Horses other ongoing events all 
day long. 
 
In all a great day for us, and the bees! Our thanks go to Medway Council and their staff for all 
of their efforts on this one-day event. 
 
Paul Lawrence 
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Can you produce the ‘best drawn and filled’ Super Frame in the 
Association? 

The Signed Frame Competition: 
 
We are going to again run a competition to see which of us can produce the best super frame 
but you don’t get the luxury of choosing which of your frames look best for this competition. 
 
You need to make up a super frame complete with foundation and bring it along to a meeting 
so that the Chairman can sign the top bar of your frame. Then place it in one of your hives 
and let the bees do their best. When full remove the frame from the hive. Bring it along to the 
Autumn Fair on the 5th October 2019 and submit it for judging at 2pm. 
 
Judging will take place from 2.30pm. The Judges will be John Chapman and John Hendrie 
and whoever has managed to get their bees to produce the best frame will be declared the 
winner!!!   
 
Education Report: 
 

The BBKA Basic Certificate has been likened to the Driving Licence of 
beekeeping, something that says you understand the important basics 
and that you are able safely to open up, examine, and close up a colony 
of honey bees.  It is something we encourage all newer beekeepers to 
undertake, a sort of Certificate of competency. 

 
I have been approached by a small number of interested members and, as in 2018, we will 
be running a couple of revision and at-the-hive coaching sessions for this first step on the 
BBKA Exams ladder.  If you have kept bees for a full season and would like to join this group, 
please let me or Jen know.  Dates to be arranged depending on availability and weather but 
probably in May/June.  This is not a written exam, the roughly hour-long assessment is one 
to one with an assessor and you will open a hive, point out what you see and generally 
handle the examination safely.  You will assemble a frame and answer a few verbal 
questions on general management, swarm control and pests and diseases.  The pass rate is 
well over 90%.  Please let me know if you would like to do this. 
 
The first part of the 2019 beginner’s course – “An Introduction to Beekeeping” was completed 
in March and those 24 beginners are now experiencing the work that goes on, through the 
season, at the hives. This approach has only been possible due to the generous assistance 
of Members who have volunteered to act as bee-buddies – inviting the beginners to see the 
handling of their bees.  Sincere thanks to all of those Members.  The second part of the 
classroom teaching will take place in August and September, bringing together their 
experience during the active season and tackling some of the aspects missed out in March – 
bee health, diseases, pests, honey processing, winter preparation, etc. 
MBKA has also been approached to support an initiative at the National Grid natural gas 
terminal on the Isle of Grain, where a group of staff wish to install and manage bees 
themselves, on site.  Early in May we will be providing the same information as the Wainscott 
group but over a single day, on site.  The 13 participants will also need to be paired up with 
bee-buddies so please, please think about helping out with this and letting either myself or 
Tony Edwards know.  Their home addresses are all over the Medway Towns and Gravesend. 
Finally, just a reminder that the Asian Hornet will be the subject of talks from French 
beekeepers who have experience of this exotic pest. The meeting will be at Lenham 
Community Centre on 1st June see below for details.  
 
Bob Smith 
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Managing the Asian Hornet threat  
Practical advice from France 

organised by Weald Branch of Kent Beekeepers Association 
 
Date and Time: Sat, 1 June 2019, 14:00 – 16:00 BST 

Location: Lenham Community Centre, 12 Groom Way, Lenham, Kent,   
ME172QT  Click for Directions 
 
Description:  
 

There is growing concern amongst beekeepers and government officials about the 
invasion of the Asian Hornet as a non native species to the UK. 
In 2018 there were 4 nests destroyed in the UK, with additional sightings of dead or 
single hornets - two of the sightings were in Dungeness, Kent. 2019 may see an increase 
in these numbers and we should be prepared. 
Robert Moon is a professional pest controller and beekeeper living in France. In 2018 
Rob removed more than 100 Asian Hornets nests. During the talk Robert will tell us 
about his pest control experience of Asian Hornets but also his view as a beekeeper. He 
will show us pictures as well as videos of some of his encounters.  
Learn how to set up monitoring traps and what to do in the event of a sighting, how to 
report such sightings to whom. 
This event will be helpful for ecologists, nature lovers, members of the public and 
beekeepers alike and our intention is to create awareness to nip any invasion in its early 
stages. We hope to also have a Defra presence and a bee inspector. 
The event (2pm-4.00pm) costs £10/head up to 25th of May, £11 afterwards.  
TICKET HOLDERS WILL BE ABLE TO ENJOY A DISCOUNT OF 10% FOR BBWEAR 
PROTECTIVE CLOTHING. 
Refreshments will be available. Booking must be made in advance. 
 

 Click to buy ticket 
 

Click to buy ticket 
 

For Tickets use the link below: 
 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/managing-the-asian-hornet-threat-practical-advice-
from-france-tickets-58083905525?aff=eac2 
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Giving Talks to Schoolchildren: 
 
The Secretary is getting an increasing number of requests from schools 
for people to go along to talk to the children (mostly early years) about 
bees. 
 

We have a very small number of members who have undertaken this very pleasant and 
indeed satisfying task in the past. But, we are wondering if there are any other members who 
would like to share their knowledge and enthusiasm for beekeeping with local children. 
 
If you would be interested in giving short talks to schoolchildren please contact Sheila: email 
admin@medwaybeekeepers.co.uk  and she will compile a list and contact you when a 
request comes in. 

Paul Lawrence 

COLOSS Monitoring initiative 2019: 

As the COLOSS English survey coordinator for 2019, I am asking 
for your help in disseminating and completing the Spring Hive 
Losses Survey for this year.  COLOSS would like to invite all 
English bee keepers to complete the hive loss survey for 2019; in 
particular we would like to get a better handle on data for the 
Medway area. The survey is scheduled to close on the 5th June. 

In the last decade, elevated losses of western honey bee colonies have been observed, 
mainly in Europe and North America, but the underlying causes still remain unclear. In 2008, 
European and USA honey bee experts formed a network "COLOSS" realising that efforts by 
individual countries to identify the drivers of losses were unlikely to succeed, given the 
current consensus that causes are complex and can be different between regions and 
between the years. Now more than 1000 scientists are working together in this network in 
specific working groups. 

The epidemiological working group have developed a standardised questionnaire to identify 
the underlying causal factors of losses and provide beekeepers sustainable management 
strategies. 

 We invite you to fill in the questionnaire for 2019 which you will find below. This will enable 
us to compare your answers with other beekeepers. With your data we can estimate the 
relative risk of colony losses for beekeeper decisions such as Varroa treatment, migration of 
colonies and comb replacement. We also aim to identify differences in relative mortality risk 
between regions. This will enable follow up research projects in specific regions. 

At your option your personal details may be recorded however we undertake not to disclose 
them to any third party to protect your privacy. The survey to complete this year’s survey 
please click on the following link: https://www.bee-survey.com/index.php/368949 

Anthony Williams 

(COLOSS English survey coordinator) 
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Beekeepers Bazaar: 
  
Ray Cass is unfortunately giving up his beekeeping so has equipment for sale: 
 
All equipment is National: 
  
Mesh Floor 3 @ £15 each 
Standard Brood Boxes 2 @ £20 each 
Supers 2 @ £15 each 
Crown Boards 3 @ £7 each 
Roof (4” deep) 3 @ £20 each 
Queen excluders:  Plastic 1 @ £2.50; Metal slotted 2 @ £3 each 
If you are interested please contact Ray on: 01634 404522 
 
  
May’s Events and Meetings: 
 
Saturday 4th May 2019 
Introduction to Beekeeping:  Practical – Swarming 
11am Association Apiary Site 
You can find the apiary at 215a City Way, Rochester, Kent ME1 2TL 

Saturday 11th May 2019 
Introduction to Beekeeping:  Practical – Uniting 
11am Association Apiary Site 
You can find the apiary at 215a City Way, Rochester, Kent ME1 2TL 

Saturday 18th May 2019 
MBKA Outdoor Meeting  
 2 – 5pm Association Apiary Site 
You can find the apiary at 215a City Way, Rochester, Kent ME1 2TL 

Wednesday 23rd May 2019 
Bee Chat 
Come and share your stories and hear everyone else’s! 
4th Wednesday of the month at The Pier, Lower Upnor, ME2 4XA, at 7.30pm. 

Saturday 25th May 2019 
Introduction to Beekeeping:  Practical – Mating 
 11am Association Apiary Site 
You can find the apiary at 215a City Way, Rochester, Kent ME1 2TL 

 
Future Events (One for your Diaries) 
5th-7th July 2019  
Kent County Show 
Venue: Kent County Show Ground, Detling, Maidstone 
 
For details of the Honey Show please look at April’s Newsletter.  
 
You can find a copy of this at www.medwaybeekeepers.co.uk/archive 
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Asian Hornet Update: 
 
 
Visit: www.nationalbeeunit.com for the latest updates. 
 
 
 

 

Facebook 
 
Facebook enables us to reach members and the public quickly and provides a platform for 
interaction. Social media is becoming more and more a part of everyday life and a way of 
communication. Help us reach 100 followers- join our Facebook page for information, 
updates and events https://www.facebook.com/medwaybka/ 
 
 
And Finally: 
 
A list of the meetings can also be viewed by going to: www.medwaybeekeepers.co.uk/events 
 
Thank you to all who have contributed to this month’s edition and remember if anyone has 
any news, ideas, amusing stories or comments or indeed suggestions about the website or 
for any future newsletter, please get in touch with me, Paul Lawrence at the address shown 
below, we really do appreciate your input. 

 
 

Contact Details: 
 
Chairman      Newsletter and Website Enquiries 
 
John Chapman     Paul Lawrence 
john.chapman@medwaybeekeepers.co.uk paul.lawrence@medwaybeekeepers.co.uk 
      


