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The new season is arriving fast and we have much planned for the year ahead
so don’t miss out and come and join us!
Past Event:
Saturday 9th March 2019
Apiary Clean-Up Afternoon
Time: From noon
Venue: 215a City Way, Rochester, Kent ME1 2TL
Nine members attended, the weather was very kind to us and we
all managed to do most of the tasks that we intended to complete.
Unfortunately, the mower which had only just been returned after
servicing started but would not keep running. However, the nextdoor neighbour went and brought his round and we used that
instead.
The girls weeded the beds and cleared out a load of leaves from
the pond. Whilst the boys cut the grass (with Simon's mower)
and cleared general debris from the site. We even managed to
scorch the remaining brood and super boxes that had not been
dealt with from last season. A very productive afternoon and
many thanks to those who turned out. This activity helps us keep
the apiary not only looking great, but also make it a safer and
more attractive place to work!
Many thanks Mark Ballard (Apiary Manager)

Saturday 16th March 2019
Pre-owned Equipment Sale
plus a Practical Session making Asian Hornet Traps.
Time: 2 – 5pm
Venue: Wainscott Community Hall, 16 – 18 Holly Road, Wainscott, ME2 4LG
There was a reasonable turn out for the indoor meeting and it was encouraging to see new
faces especially those from the “Beginners Courses”.
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There were three stalls:
Sue Chapman supervised the used equipment stall and although we did not have much
response from people wanting to sell equipment, we managed to find new homes for the
majority of the products that were brought in.
Tim donated a box full of bee books and a quantity of past Beecraft magazines. Some of the
books were put into the Association Library and will be used for the various courses run by
Bob Smith.
Mark Ballard demonstrated how to make an Asian Hornet trap using
recycled 2 litre drinks bottles. However, it was a struggle to use some of
the plastic bottles that appeared and it soon became clear that only certain
bottles were suitable. A point for the future. The green 2 litre bottles from
Asda seemed to work the best. The mesh, plastic roof, wire and
instructions were all provided and all we asked for was a donation to the
tea kitty.

By far the most popular section was Bob’s stand which demonstrated the
correct way to assemble a 14 x 12 brood frame. Afterwards members had
a chance to build a frame themselves. Bob managed to get enough
frames assembled to fill the 14 x 12 Nuc boxes he had brought along.
These will be used to provide new members with Nucs this season.
As usual tea and cakes were provided by Jen and very welcome they
were too!
Mark Ballard

Swarm Collection Service 2019: We need your help!
The swarm phone goes live this month through till September and we still need some
helpers. If you are willing to look after the phone, collect swarms or home swarms please let
me know. Every little helps and hopefully together we can, again, make this a success.
The model will work as follows:
The swarm phone holder will man the phone for a week, he or she collects the calls and
passes them out to people willing to take swarms and to deal with other issues, e.g. Bumbles
and Wasps. The Swarm Collectors will be allocated to Medway Postcode Areas in order to
keep travelling to a minimum.
Collectors may claim expenses from the householder for making a visit and responding to a
call. It is suggested that collectors base the cost on their mileage with a maximum charge of
£20. A receipt must be given to the householder for any expenses paid. When taking
swarms, we will follow the BBKA guidelines, the details are on the MBKA website.
Please help us make this work for the benefit of both ourselves, and the residents of
Medway.
if you are able to help with this in any way please contact me, Sonia,
at: sonia.belsey@medwaybeekeepers.co.uk
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Giving Talks to Schoolchildren:
The Secretary is getting an increasing number of requests from schools for people to go
along to talk to the children (mostly early years) about bees.
We have a very small number of members who have undertaken this very pleasant and
indeed satisfying task in the past. But, we are wondering if there are any other members who
would like to share their knowledge and enthusiasm for beekeeping with local children.
If you would be interested in giving short talks to schoolchildren please contact Sheila: email
admin@medwaybeekeepers.co.uk and she will compile a list and contact you when a
request comes in.
Paul Lawrence

Would you like an MBKA Sweatshirt, Tee Shirt or Polo Shirt?
I have had a number of requests for MBKA kit but the minimum order is £120 (£100 + vat).
So, if you would like to order an Association blue Sweatshirt and / or Tee shirt complete with
the MBKA logo on them, particularly if you were thinking of helping out at any of the
forthcoming festivals or events on the Medway Beekeepers stall, please let me know.
They all come in small, medium, large and extra-large and the sizes are quite average so
most people have not had a problem knowing what they need.
The prices are: T-Shirts - £12, Polo Shirts - £14.40, Sweatshirts - £16.20
Our first major event of the year is the English Festival which will be held on Easter Saturday.
So, if there is enough interest, I will need to place this order by Thursday 11th April so that
we get them delivered in time, Please also note that this will probably be the only order we
make this year.
If you would like any of these items, then please let me know by this date. If we have enough
orders to proceed then I will place the order and collect the money when they are delivered.
Please email orders to me at jen.ferry@medwaybeekepers.co.uk
For any further information please phone: 07990 581858
Thank you
Jen Ferry

Beekeepers Bazaar:
Would you like a Solar Wax Extractor which is in some need of some tender loving care?
Or, would you like a Miller Feeder (2 available)? No charge will be made for any of these
items. If interested please contact Dave Hopper telephone: 01634 280622. Or see and talk to
Dave at any future event.
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April’s Events and Meetings:
Saturday 6th April 2019
MBKA Apiary Open Day
2 – 4pm Association Apiary Site
You can find the apiary at 215a City Way, Rochester, Kent ME1 2T

12, 13, 14th April 2019
Harper Adams University
Newport, Shropshire, TF10 8NB
Book in mid-January for the 42nd BBKA Spring Convention and enjoy the excellent facilities
and catering available at Harper Adams University
- Lectures, Workshops and Seminars for all levels of beekeeping experience
- Trade Show on Saturday 13th April
- Beekeeping and Not-for-Profit Exhibition
- Excellent facilities and great value catering
- On-site, ensuite accommodation
For further Spring Convention information, FAQs, Tickets (wristbands) and Bookings visit:
www.bbka.org.uk

20th April 2019
English Festival
Venue: Riverside Country Park, Rainham

Why not come and help out at the English Festival run
by Medway Council on Saturday 20th April.
MBKA is going to be there interacting with the general
public.
If you have honey or wax products to sell, please let
me know that you are coming and are bringing
products to sell. The usual 10% rate for sales via the
Association will apply.
We will be rolling candles, so I am hoping for a nice sunny day to keep the foundation
pliable – if not I shall be taking a hair drier to warm the wax!
If you are able to help out at this very enjoyable event please contact me, at the email
address below or phone me as soon as possible.
We need to be set up for 11am so helpers please arrive by 9am.
Tony Edwards Email: tony.edwards@medwaybeekeepers.co.uk

Phone: 01634 852614
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Wednesday 24th April 2019
Bee Chat
Come and share your stories and hear everyone else’s!
4th Wednesday of the month at The Pier, Lower Upnor, ME2 4XA, at 7.30pm.

Saturday 27th April 2019
MBKA Outdoor Meeting – Queen Marking
2 – 5pm Association Apiary Site
You can find the apiary at 215a City

Future Events (One for your Diaries)
5th-7th July 2019
Kent County Show
Venue: Kent County Show Ground, Detling, Maidstone
For details of the Honey Show please go to pages 10 and 11 of this newsletter.

Asian Hornet Update:
Visit: www.nationalbeeunit.com for the latest updates.

Facebook
Facebook enables us to reach members and the public quickly and provides a platform for
interaction. Social media is becoming more and more a part of everyday life and a way of
communication. Help us reach 100 followers- join our Facebook page for information,
updates and events https://www.facebook.com/medwaybka/

And Finally:
A list of the meetings can also be viewed by going to: www.medwaybeekeepers.co.uk/events
Thank you to all who have contributed to this month’s edition and remember if anyone has
any news, ideas, amusing stories or comments or indeed suggestions about the website or
for any future newsletter, please get in touch with me, Paul Lawrence at the address shown
below, we really do appreciate your input.

Contact Details:
Chairman

Newsletter and Website Enquiries

John Chapman
john.chapman@medwaybeekeepers.co.uk

Paul Lawrence
paul.lawrence@medwaybeekeepers.co.uk
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Kent
Bees and Honey Show
Organised by the Kent Beekeepers’ Association
in conjunction with Dover, Medway and Thanet Beekeepers’
Associations

Friday, Saturday & Sunday
5th, 6th & 7th July, 2019
(entries close 28th June)

Kent County Showground
Detling, Maidstone
Judge:

Show Secretary:

Mrs S. Carter.
Mr. W. M. Fisher.
Mr. John Chapman
28 Wallace Road, Rochester, Kent ME1 2TB
01634 400570

RULES
1
2
3
4
5

All exhibitors must be members of Dover, Kent, Medway or Thanet BKAs and the honey and
wax must be the produce of the exhibitor’s own bees.
Entry forms with S.A.E. must reach the Show Secretary by the Friday 28th June.
Exhibitors may make more than one entry in any class, but will only receive one award per
class. Awards for classes 1 to 15 will be counted for points for Challenge Trophies.
Honey must be exhibited in clear 454g (l lb) squat jars of British Standard Pattern with
standard lacquered or plastic screw tops (gold or white).
Labels will be supplied and must be affixed to exhibits as follows:
jars and mead bottles – 15mm (½ in) from the bottom
frame – one label on the top bar and the other on the glass of the case.
candles – one on each candle fixed near the base of the candle.
blocks of wax – a label on the top of the block and one on the container.
photographs – mounted colour print photograph about bees or beekeeping,
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6
7
8
9
10
11

12
13
14
15

for the general public (non-beekeeper). There should be a title or caption.
Photographs to have been taken by the exhibitor and mounted on plain
card of any colour (160gsm grade), A4 size. Photographs to be labelled on the
bottom left-hand corner of the mount.
cakes – a label on the top of the cake and the other on the plastic bag.
biscuits – a label on the plate and the other on the plastic bag.
Beeswax must be plainly moulded and not exhibited in boxes. All entries will be placed in a
display case.
Mead to be shown in a clear punted bottle with little or no lettering or ornamentation
containing approximately 750ml (27 fluid oz). Only cork stoppers with white plastic flanges to
be used (supplied at the show).
Candles must be displayed upright in a suitable holder.
Cakes and Biscuits will be exhibited on a white paper plate in a plastic bag.
Junior Classes are open to young beekeepers up to the age of 18, who are members of either,
Dover, Kent, Medway or Thanet Beekeepers Association.
Exhibits will only be accepted at the Show from 2pm – 6pm on the day prior to the Show
opening or delivered to the Show Secretary during the week. They will be staged by the
appointed stewards. Judging starts at 10.00am and exhibits may only be removed after
5.30pm on the last day of the Show.
All exhibits except those in the Gift Classes will remain the property of the exhibitor. All
reasonable care will be taken with the exhibits but the Show Committee cannot be responsible
for any loss or damage.
Any points not covered in the above rules will be referred to the rules applying to the National
Honey Show. A copy of these rules will be available for scrutiny.
Any appeals should be addressed to the Show Secretary by 4pm on 5th July 2019.
A Novice is any exhibitor, who has never won a First Prize at the Kent Honey Show.
Points awarded:
First – 6, Second – 5, Third – 4, VHC – 3, HC – 2, C – 1
CAN YOU HELP AS A STEWARD AT THE SHOW?
Please contact Bob Smith on 07714213738 or bsmith12@ntlworld.com
Or at 28 Well Hall Road, Eltham SE9 6SF
SCHEDULE OF CLASSES
OPEN TO ALL BEEKEEPERS

Entry forms must reach the Show Secretary by
Friday 28th June 2019.
Place Cards and Rosettes are awarded for First, Second, Third, VHC and HC winners in
each class.

OPEN CLASSES .
1
2
3
4
5

Two jars of Light Coloured Honey. (Sponsored by KBBA). First -£25, Second £20, Third - £15, VHC - £10, HC - £5.
Two jars of Medium Coloured Honey. Clive Watson Memorial Trophy.
(Sponsored by Thornes) First - £15, Second - £10, Third - £5.
Two jars of Dark Coloured Honey. (Sponsored by KBBA). First -£25, Second £20, Third - £15, VHC - £10, HC - £5.
Two jars of Naturally Crystallised or Soft Set Honey. (Sponsored by KBBA).
First -£25, Second - £20, Third - £15, VHC - £10, HC - £5.
Six jars of one type of Honey (Light, Medium, Dark, Crystallised or Soft Set),
labelled as offered for retail sale including Country of origin and best before date
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(Rule 4 does not apply. If used tamperproof labels will be broken for judging).
(Sponsored by Maisemore Apiaries Ltd.) First - £20, Second - £10, Third - £5.
6
One Frame of Honey, any size, suitable for extracting. Must be on wired
foundation. (Sponsored by Sheppey Honey Producers Ltd.) First - £15, Second £10, Third - £5.
7
One bottle of Dry Mead (Rules 5 & 7)
8.
One bottle of Sweet Mead (Rules 5 & 7)
(Mead Cup is awarded to the best exhibit in classes 7 and 8).
9.
3 Beeswax Candles. Candles need not necessarily be the same size or style. The
display will be judged on its artistic merits. They will not be lit. (Rules 1 & 6 do
not apply)
10. Three Plain Beeswax Candles, not patterned, up to and including 38mm(1.5in) in
diameter. One candle will be lit by the judge.
(Sponsored by Bee Equipment Ltd.) First - £15, Second - £10,
Third -£5.
(Reginald Tower Rose Bowl is awarded to the best exhibit in classes9 and 10).
11. Two Beeswax Models, moulded, matching in all respects. (Sponsored by
KBKA) First - £15, Second - £10, Third -£5.
12
One cake of Beeswax, weight between 200-255g (7-9oz) and not less than
20mm (¾ in) thick. (Sponsored by Bee Equipment Ltd.) First - £15,
Second -£10, Third - £5.
13. Six 27g (1oz) Wax blocks. (Sponsored by Blue Bell Hill Apiaries) First £15, Second - £10, Third - £5.
14. Exhibition Class. A display of Honey and Hive Products. – 4 items to be selected
from the following list -2 jars of Clear Honey of any colour, 2 jars of Naturally
Crystallised or Soft Set Honey, Frame for Extraction, one cake of Beeswax (as for entry
to class 12), 3 candles as in classes 9 and 10,2 beeswax models, bottle of Mead, Honey
Cake, Polish or Furniture Cream, Cosmetics. Displayed flat on the bench in an area not
to exceed 500mm X 500mm and 350mm high. Subscribers Cup. (Sponsored by Bee
Equipment Ltd.) First - £15, Second - £10, Third - £5.
15.
Mounted Colour Print Photograph with Title relating to Bees or Beekeeping.
Picture can be of any size, but must be taken by the exhibitor and mounted on plain card
any colour (160gsm), A4 size. Digital images are permitted. (Sponsored by MBKA).
First - £15, Second - £10, Third - £5.
NOVICE CLASSES.
Open to Beekeepers who have never won a First Prize Card in the Kent Honey Show.

16. Clear Honey. Two jars of Honey, any one colour.
17. Naturally Crystallised or Soft Set Honey. Two jars of honey.
(Novice Cup is awarded to the best exhibit in classes 16 and 17).
JUNIOR BEEKEEPERS CLASSES.
Open to any Junior member of any of the four Beekeeping Associations in Kent or to the
children of a member of the four Beekeeping Associations in Kent.

18.

Honey. One jar of clear honey of any colour.
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19.
Six Cup Cakes. Using your own recipe. Cakes to be decorated. Cakes to be
displayed on a white paper plate (will be supplied).
HONEY GIFT CLASSES.
20
Clear Honey. One jar of clear honey of any colour.
21
Naturally Crystallised or Soft Set Honey. One jar of either.
(For classes 20 and 21. Please supply one of your own labels in an envelope with your
entry number, labels will be applied when the honey is sold.)
22
Gift Class. Honey Fruit Cake. Exhibits must be made to the recipe below. Cakes
will be donated to Catering after judging.
23
Gift Class. Honey Biscuits. A plate of six biscuits made to the exhibitors own
recipe. The recipe to be displayed with the biscuits.
(Margaret Calder Plate is awarded to the best exhibit in classes 22 and 23).
BRANCH OR ASSOCIATION APIARY CLASS.
24
Branch or Association Apiary Class. Two jars of honey of any one colour.
Central Division Cup. (Sponsored by F & H Jars). First - £10.
Honey Fruit Cake.
Ingredients. 200g/7oz self-raising flour,175g/6oz honey,110g/4oz butter, 175g/6oz
sultanas, 2 medium eggs, 110g/4oz. glace cherries (halved).
Preparation. Preheat oven to 180oC/3500F/gas mark 4. Cream butter and honey
together. Beat eggs well and add them alternately with sifted flour then fold in sultanas
and cherries. A little milk maybe added if necessary. Bake in a buttered circular tin –
16.5 to 19.0cm (6 ½ to 7 ½ inches) in diameter for approximately 1 ½ hours. Timing is
for conventional ovens and is a guide only as appliances vary.
SPECIAL AWARDS
The Agricultural Society’s Trophy.
Exhibitor with the highest points in classes 1 – 15.
Clive Watson Memorial Trophy.
Winner of Class 2 for Medium Coloured Honey
Mead Cup.
Overall Winner of classes 7 and 8
Reginald Tower Rose Bowl.
Best exhibit of candles
(Classes 9 and 10)
Subscribers Cup
Exhibition Class (Class 14).
Novice Cup.
Overall Winner of classes 16 & 17
Branch or Association Apiary Class.
Geoffrey Dixon Trophy.
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Best Honey Exhibit in Show.
(Blue Ribbon may be awarded for the Best in Show if there are 100 entries)
Best Exhibit in the Cookery Classes.
Margaret Calder Plate.
Branch or Association Winning the Most points in Classes 1 – 15.
Central Division Cup.
Trophy Presentation is on Sunday 7th July at 3.00pm.

For the entry form please go to the next page, page 11 of
this newsletter.
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KENT COUNTY BEEKEEPING EXHIBITION
AND HONEY SHOW 2019.

Entry form must reach the Entries Secretary by the 28th June 2019.
Steward
use
IN

OUT

Class
no.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

CLASSES
Open Classes
Light honey
Medium honey
Dark honey
Crystallised or Soft Set honey
Six jars of one type of honey
Comb of Honey on wired foundation.
One bottle of Dry Mead
One bottle of Sweet Mead
3 Beeswax Candles
Three Plain Beeswax Candles
Two Beeswax Models
Cake of Beeswax.
Six 27g (1oz) blocks
Exhibition Class
Mounted Colour Print Photograph
End of Open Classes
Novice – Honey, any colour
Novice –Crystallised or Soft Set honey
Junior – Honey, any colour.
Junior - 6 decorated cup cakes.
Gift – clear honey
Gift – Crystallised or soft set honey
Gift – Honey Fruit Cake
Gift – 6 Biscuits.
Branch or Association Apiary Class.

Classes
entered
X

I declare the above entries conform to the Rules by which I agree to abide and that my honey and wax
exhibits have been produced by my bees. Class labels can be posted if a sae (1st class) is enclosed.
I will bring my entries on Thursday afternoon/ sending my entries with …………………………….. DELETE AS
APPROPRIATE.

PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS

Branch/Association………………………………………….
Name…………………………………………………….…
Address…………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………….. Postcode………………………..
Phone Number …………………… Mobile …………………
Signed………………………………… Date …………
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