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This is a quiet month but we do need to heft and check the stores. Feed fondant if you 
think your bees are getting low on food. Don’t forget to put the AGM date into your 
diary. 

 
Past Event:		
 
Saturday 19th January 2019  
Indoor Meeting – Spring Preparation for the coming Season. Bob Smith 
 

A very good turnout of 42 members listened to Bob talk about spring 
preparations and more. He began by taking a quick look at the flowering 
plants that are in bloom at the moment and how useful they are to our 
bees providing of course that the weather allows them to fly and forage! 
Snowdrops and Hellebore are very useful but surprisingly Daffodils are not 
very attractive to bees. 
 

As Bob explained, the very best spring preparation should have taken place in late summer 
and the autumn of last year.  We should have ensured that our bees were plentiful and 
healthy, had a strong queen, plenty of stores, both honey and pollen and that the hives were 
well maintained and protected from pests such as mice and woodpeckers. 
 
If our winter preparations were thorough then our bees should have a very good chance of 
surviving the winter. However, problems still remain, the weather during winter months can 
be difficult to deal with as temperatures can vary greatly as we found last year with the ‘Beast 
and Mini Beast from the East’. So, it is important to keep an eye on the weather and also the 
weather forecast so that we might foresee any future challenges that our bees might have to 
face. 
 
We should heft to estimate how much food is available, but this can be misleading as the 
stores may be present but its distribution throughout the hive may present problems. So, if 
the weather is warm enough (and it does happen) it is worth having a quick look inside to see 
how much food is present and if the frames need a little reorganisation to keep the stores 
together. 
 
Check varroa drop with a board. Inspecting the debris will also give a good indication of how 
active the bees are and where they are within the hive. It is also very useful to ‘go walk-a-
about’ in your area and try to work out what forage is available locally. What is available in 
crop fields, orchards, grass areas, waste ground and gardens especially shrubs and trees. 
Bees need both nectar and pollen we often feed the carbohydrate but forget the protein, feed 
pollen patties if necessary. Bees are at their most vulnerable from starving in February and 
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early March. They must have access to good food supplies especially as they start to build 
up in February and onwards. These are the bees that will be the foragers in April so they 
must be plentiful and healthy.  Using contact feeders can be better than rapid feeders as the 
bees do not have to move up so far for the food. 
 
Finally, Bob spoke about the need for us all to have clear objectives for the coming year and 
to work with our bees to not only satisfy our needs but also those of our bees. This way we 
will all be better and more successful beekeepers. 
 
Our thanks to Bob for a stimulating and informative talk, on which I have only provided a 
short synopsis. Thanks also to all those, particularly our newer members, who turned out to 
make this such a successful and enjoyable afternoon. 
 
Paul Lawrence 
 
 

Education: 
 

The Winter Studies group has now completed 7 of the 10 scheduled 
sessions and thoughts are turning to the BBKA Module exams in March. 
Now that possession of the BBKA Basic certificate is no longer a 
prerequisite, several more members of the group are eligible to test their 
knowledge of Bee Products & Forage! 

 
Talking of the BBKA Basic Certificate, I have been approached by a small number of 
interested members and, as in 2018, we will be running revision and at-the-hive coaching 
sessions for this important first step on the BBKA Exams sequence. If you have kept bees for 
a full season would like to join this group, please let me or Jen know. Dates to be arranged 
depending on availability and weather but probably in May/June. 
 
Early in February, MBKA will be hosting a BIBBA (Bee Improvement & Bee Breeding 
Association.) event at Lenham; several members will be there. The thought is that we may 
make a more structured effort, as an association, to breed local, docile bees and possibly to 
set ourselves up to supply nucleus hives to graduates of the beginners’ course?  No 
decisions on this yet but if you might be interested to be part of a queen-raising, nuc 
production team, please let me know. 
 
The 2019 beginner’s course – “An Introduction to Beekeeping” is scheduled to start on 11th 
March and is fully subscribed. The plan this year is to operate it as a “sandwich course” with 
3 classroom sessions, a 3-month practical period and finally, 3 more sessions in the 
classroom. The practical aspect of the course will be for the beginners to follow the activities 
of local beekeepers as they manage their bees through the season – this depends upon 
enough current members offering to become “bee-buddies”. The response so far has been 
good but a few more would be great….  “What would it entail?” – basically managing your 
bees exactly as you normally would but alerting your nominated beginner each time you plan 
to visit the bees.  “How much experience do I need?” – not a lot! Probably just a couple of 
years would be fine, there will be a support system for awkward questions! 
 
Finally, a plug for a CABK event that may interest some members; the CABK Spring Meeting 
will be held in Lambeth on 23rd February when 3 current bee researchers will present their 
work. Topics include the antibacterial and wound-healing properties of honey, recent work on 
tracking bees as they make foraging trips and some experiences from Jersey last year as 
Asian Hornet nests were sought. Full day, no charge but voluntary contribution!   
 
Please see www.cabk.org.uk/events 
 
Bob Smith 
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Bee Buddies 
 

Some of those taking part in next year’s introductory course will become 
beekeepers straight away and some will put the decision to start on 
hold for perhaps a year. Others may decide that the craft is not for them 
once they find out the cost and time commitment. 
 
 

I’m sure you can recall the first two years of beekeeping when most of us made the most 
mistakes, some of them quite costly. This Introductory Course will enable these newcomers 
to get kick started, they will benefit from ongoing help and guidance as they progress and we 
are looking for bee buddies. Can you help? 
 
As you will have read in Bob Education Report although a number of members have put their 
names down, we are still looking for more beekeepers, with a couple of years’ experience, to 
be bee buddies and help guide this cohort. You will need to be willing to be shadowed when 
performing routine and / or difficult manipulations and just to be there on the end of the phone 
to answer questions or offer some guidance. 
 
If you are interested, please contact me at: tony.ed@me.com - and I will try and link you up 
with a ‘buddy’. 
 
Tony Edwards 
 
Notes from The Apiary: 
 

 
During the Winter the apiary is visited a few times a month to ensure all is 
well. I will assess the colonies to determine if feeding is needed. 
 
 

Apiary Inspection January 2019: 
 
Hive 1: 4 seams of bees with a full super. 
Hive 2: 5 seams of bees, fondant added last week remains untouched. 
Hive 3: 5 seams of bees, fondant added last week remains untouched. 
Hive 4: 5 seams of bees, fondant added last week remains untouched. 
Hive 5: 5 seams of bees, fondant added last week and more added. 
Mark Ballard 
 
February’s Events and Meetings: 
 

Monday 4th February 2019  
Winter Study Group 8 
Time: 7.00pm (7.30pm start) 
Venue: Wainscott Community Hall, 16 – 18 Holly Road, Wainscott, ME2 4L 
 
 

 
Saturday 16th February 2019  
MBKA AGM 
Time: 2 to 5pm 
Venue: Wainscott Community Hall, 16 – 18 Holly Road, Wainscott, ME2 4L 
 
This year we have seen an increase in membership and we welcome all to attend, even if 
you’ve never been to a meeting before. The Agenda has been circulated by email to all 
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members ahead of the AGM. We encourage members to put forward questions to the 
committee ahead of the meeting. 
Jen Ferry will be standing down this year from the committee and we are seeking 
nominations, self or third party to the Secretary in advance as voting will take place at the 
AGM. 
 
Also, please remember that if your subs are not paid before the day of the AGM you will not 
be eligible to vote on any resolution under discussion. Renewal Forms went out with last 
month’s newsletter and with a renewal reminder sent out in January. 
However, if you have lost or deleted your copy please request a replacement from Paul at the 
address below. 

Monday 18th February 2019  
Winter Study Group 9 
Time: 7.00pm (7.30pm start) 
Venue: Wainscott Community Hall, 16 – 18 Holly Road, Wainscott, ME2 4L 

Wednesday 27th February 2019 
Bee Chat 
Come and share your stories and hear everyone else’s! 
4th Wednesday of the month at The Pier, Lower Upnor, ME2 4XA, at 7.30pm. 
Bee Chat will continue on the 4th Wednesday of every month and all are welcome to 
join us! 
 
Future Events 
Don’t forget to put these in your diary: 
 

Saturday 16th March 2019  
Pre-owned Equipment Sale  
plus a Practical Session making Asian Hornet Traps. 
Time: 2 – 5pm 
Venue: Wainscott Community Hall, 16 – 18 Holly Road, Wainscott, ME2 4LG 
 
It’s time for a spring-clean and shed clear out- come and join us at our first pre-owned 
equipment sale.  
 
Bring your clean surplus equipment along on the day to sell but please no used frames. 
Sales will be in cash with a small percentage going to Association funds. 
 
If you are looking to contract or expand your beekeeping operation this is the ideal 
opportunity to buy and sell kit! We will also be running a workshop to make Asian hornet 
traps and giving the opportunity for new beekeepers to practice their frame making skills. 
 

 
12, 13, 14th April 2019 
Harper Adams University 
Newport, Shropshire, TF10 8NB 
 

Book in mid-January for the 42nd BBKA Spring Convention and enjoy the excellent facilities 
and catering available at Harper Adams University  

- Lectures, Workshops and Seminars for all levels of beekeeping experience  
- Trade Show on Saturday 13th April  
- Beekeeping and Not-for-Profit Exhibition 
- Excellent facilities and great value catering  
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- On-site, ensuite accommodation  
 
For further Spring Convention information, FAQs, Tickets (wristbands) and Bookings visit: 
www.bbka.org.uk 
 
 

Many Congratulations: 
 
To Derek May, Special Chief Inspector, for being awarded an MBE in the New Year’s 
Honours List. 
 
The award was given for services to Policing and to the Community of Kent. 
 
Asian Hornet Update: 

 
 
Visit: www.nationalbeeunit.com for the latest updates. 
 
 
 

 

A Message from the BBKA: 
 

Positive Thinking January 2019: Click Here 
 
Please note: Those of you who receive this newsletter by post will have a copy of this 
document included with your mailing. 
 
 

Facebook 
 
Facebook enables us to reach members and the public quickly and provides a platform for 
interaction. Social media is becoming more and more a part of everyday life and a way of 
communication. Help us reach 100 followers- join our Facebook page for information, 
updates and events https://www.facebook.com/medwaybka/ 
 
And Finally: 
 
A list of the meetings can also be viewed by going to: www.medwaybeekeepers.co.uk/events 
 
Thank you to all who have contributed to this month’s edition and remember if anyone has 
any news, ideas, amusing stories or comments or indeed suggestions about the website or 
for any future newsletter, please get in touch with me, Paul Lawrence at the address shown 
below, we really do appreciate your input. 
 

Contact Details: 
 
Chairman      Newsletter and Website Enquiries 
 
John Chapman     Paul Lawrence 
john.chapman@medwaybeekeepers.co.uk paul.lawrence@medwaybeekeepers.co.uk 
      


